MEN OF POWER
What Was Expected of the "Court Musician*9
Leonardo was not over-rating his ability, as his later
accomplishments proved, Ludovico accepted him, giv-
ing him the title of court musician, a title which he held
during the next fifteen years, although in that time his
actual musical work was the least important of all the
ways in which he served the Duke. For he designed
for him a great system of canals and aqueducts ex-
tending through a considerable part of the dukedom.
He invented military machines for the use of the Duke's
soldiers. He drew plans (seldom adopted) for model
towns, for a gigantic mausoleum, for a flying machine,
and for almost countless other projects. He would be
called from a painting to attend to a plumbing system,
and from the plumbing system to the costumes and dec-
orations for a party. The most important artistic com-
mission the Duke gave him at the outset was the con-
struction of the'great statue showing the Duke's father
mounted upon a war horse. Leonardo began this work
in 1483, but it was fifteen years later before it was
ready for casting in bronze. He loved horses and spent
much time studying their anatomy and their movements,
especially those moments when they were electric with
energy. Like most of his later creations, the statue
was never completed. But even in its uncompleted form
it marked Leonardo as a sculptor of unusual ability.
Thus Leonardo started on his career. We cannot
tmderstand the achievement of that career without
understanding his central purpose. Moreover, we will
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